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It is regrettable that the United States Govermment is forced
to suspend publication of Amerika, its official Russian-~language

magazine which had such great popular appeal when it was freely
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availeble in Russiada.. ..———- S————
T was (pﬂsfd?//f/y 27 o3 FrE af
_ﬁw-lly—madl the great popularlty of Amerika urlng

my tour of duty as Americen Ambassador to the USSR.@
Fhar

I]“'Wﬂé during my tenureﬂ the agreement between the Soviet and American
Governments concerning the number of issues of Amerika to be dis-

tributed in Russie was increased from 10,000 issues to 50,000.

This increase was necessary because H—ﬂ&ﬂmw the demand /4/ e

. ,43»;)‘&:/:4
= . PO Gl liC
/77‘,,741,/){ far exceeded the supply. Consequently, I consider : as,

the Soviet Government's claims that Amerike's circulation has
dropped suddenly from 50,000 to 25,000 and then to a record low

of 13,000 ljf,u_is/
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o d}ﬂl‘ The teactics which the Soviet Government has taken in slowly
7
fff un strangling the circulation of Amerika have left this Goverrnment
/ with no other alternative course but to suspend publication until

| such a time as free distribution of the magazine is assured.
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The Honorable

The Secretary of State
Department of State
Washington, D, C,.

Dear Mr, Secretary:

It is regrettsble that the United States Government is
forced to suspend publication of Ameriks, its official Russian-
language magazine which had such great popular appeal when it
was freely available in Ruseia,

During my tour of duty as American Ambassador to the USSR,
I was conatantly aware of the great popularity of Amerika. It
was during my tenure that the sgreement between the Soviet and
American Uovernments concerning the number of issues of Amerika
to be distributed in Russis was isareased from 10,000 issues to
50,000, This increase was necessary becsuse the demand for the
magasine far exceeded the supply. Consequently, I consider as
fantastic the Soviet Oovernment's claims that Amerika's circula-
tion has dropped suddenly fram 50,000 to 25,000 and then to &
record low of 13,000 issues. Actually I was informed reliably
that single pages of this highly prised publication were at times
sold in the Soviet black market for more than the offfcial cost
of the entire magasine, and if its eirculaticn has so declined
it is because the Soviet Government, which controls this circula-
tion, has foreed it down,

Unfortunately, the tactics whioh the Soviet Governuent has
taken in slowly strangling the aireulation of Ameriks have left
this Government with no other alternative gourse but to suspend
publication until such a time as free distribution of the magasine
is assured.

Eincerely,
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DRAFT OF STATEMENT

It is regrettable 'that the United States Govermment is forg;e'élyto
suspend publication of Amerika, its official Russian—language,rfi;;agazine
which had such great popular appeal when it was freely available in Russia,

During my tour of duty as American Ambassador to t’ﬁe USSR, I was
constantly aware of the great popularity of Amerlka./ It was during my

A

tenure that the agreement between the Soviet’ andzmmerlcan Govermments
concerning the number of issues of Amerlka tg;%ae distributed in Russia

was increased from 10,000 issues to 50, OOOM’ This increase was necessary
because the demand for the magazine f;a.rf ceeded the supply. Consequently,
I consider as fantastic the Soviet Gozf?;rmnent's claims that Amerika's
circulation has dropped suddenly fx,\gm 50,000 to 25,000 and then to a
record low of 13,000 issues. A}#ﬁally I was informed reliably that

single pages of this highly prrfzed publication were at times sold

in the Soviet black market gﬁf more than the official cost of the entire
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magazine, and if its circylation has so declined it is because the Soviet

Govermment, which contrdls this circulation, has forced it down.
Unfortunately, tactics which the Soviet Govermment has taken

in slowly strangl% the circulation of Amerika have left this Govermment

with no other al;f'ernatlve course but to suspend publication until such

a time as free/ /distribution of the magazine is assured.
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MEMORANDUM

TC: Mr. Frank G. Wisner

FROM: Jesse M. MacKnight OvVv’

SUBJECT ¢ Proposal for Statement on Suspension of
Amerike Magazine by General Walter Bedell Smith

The Department of State will shortly announce suspension
of the magazine Ameriks; at the same time the Department will
announce retaliatory measures against publication and distribu-
_tion of Russian magazines and pamphlets by the Soviet Embassy

in this country.

Anticipating reaction to this decision in the Soviet press,
the Department is prepering a propagands offensive by obtain-
ing statements in support of our action from prominent Americans,
who have been associated, in some way, with the enterprise; or
who have advocated a free exchange of information between the
peoples of Russia and the United States.

If agreeable with General Smith, we would like a state-
ment along the line of the attached. Admiral Kirk has described
the decline of the magazine in a similar statement, based upon
his observations during his tour of duty in Moscow.

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, Warren Austin and membere of Congress
are also making statements.

Attachment:
Draft of Statement.




